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Forest/Grass Fire 
Evacuation

The onset of a grass or 
forest wildfire may be rapid 
or gradual, providing either 
minutes notice or days in 
order to evacuate.

The order to evacuate 
will come from either the 
RM of Reynolds or the  In-
cident Commander (Fire), 
and you will be notified by 
radio, door to door (Fire, 
RCMP, RM Personnel) on 
the safest route and the lo-
cation of the reception cen-
tre where you must register.

Once you have regis-
tered and received all avail-
able information:

a. Elect to stay with 
family or friends in the 
safe zone

b. Stay at the reception 
centre/shelter

c. If the evacuation is 
for a very large number of 
people and likely to be of 
a long duration, Manitoba 

Emergency Social Services 
may be of assistance with 
accommodations and other 
requirements.

On order of an evacua-
tion, please have the follow-
ing items available to take 
with you:

• Special items for in-
fants, elderly or disabled 
family members;

• All special dietary 
foods;

• Medications necessary 
for a period of at least one 
week;

• Eyeglasses, dentures, 
hearing aids;

• Identification, health 
card, cash;

• Toiletry items, extra 
clothing small mementos;

• Supplies for your pets, 
which must be leashed or 
in a cage.

Chi ldren  a t tending 
school in a safe zone, will 
stay in school.

Consider transportation 

needs and get help from 
neighbours/friends/family 
or advise the RM in ad-
vance of your requirements.

By Doris Ames,                                                          
Native Orchid Conservation Inc.

The Birds Hill eco-region is comprised 
of a large portion of North Eastern Mani-
toba including Bird’s Hill Provincial Park. 
It is an area rich in biodiversity, but one that 
is now threatened by the encroachment of 
invasive plant species.

The park itself contains many different 
kinds of habitat such as prairie grasslands, 
wetlands, aspen oak and mixed boreal 
forests, which support many rare plants. 
Among them are 14 species of native 
orchids, Western Silvery Aster, Whorled 
Milkweed and Moonwort Ferns. 

This beautiful park and areas throughout 
the region are being degraded by invasive 
species such as Leafy Spurge and, more 
recently, Spotted Knapweed.

While conducting plant surveys and 
field trips, members of Native Orchid Con-
servation Inc. (NOCI) have also noticed 
invasive species occurring in several other 
rare plant refuges in the area, including 
Belair Provincial Forest, Patricia Beach 
Provincial Forest, Grand Beach Provincial 
Park, Mars Hill Wildlife Management Area 
and especially the Libau Ecological Reserve 
and Brokenhead Wetlands. 

These areas are known to contain 28 of 
Manitoba’s 37 native orchid species as well 
as rare carnivorous plants, sedges, lichens 
and fungi. 

Over the past 15 years we have spotted 
non-native grass species, purple loosestrife, 
red bartsia, burdock, thistles and cow cockle 
growing in these areas.  

If left unchecked, these invasive species 
could threaten the survival of Lady’s Slip-
pers and other rare plants. 

In addition to damaging native habitats, 
invasive plants can crowd out your pastures 
and crops, and some are toxic to livestock. 
The faster we act to stop them, the easier 
they are to manage.

A partnership of organizations has been 
formed to encourage and support landown-
ers to identify and control invasive species 
on their properties.  

Later in July the Birds Hill Eco-Region 
partnership will be sending you a poster fea-
turing photos, information and an electronic 
address to help you find the information you 
need to stop the spread of invasive species. 

If you have ever enjoyed the biodiver-
sity of our area – the pine forests, mosses 
and delicious mushrooms in Belair, the na-
tive orchids and fruit trees in Mars Hill, or 
the Showy Lady’s Slippers, pitcher plants 

and medicinal plants in the Brokenhead 
Wetlands – please help us to protect this 
beautiful natural heritage for future gen-
erations. 

To learn more about native orchid spe-
cies and other rare plants in the area, and 
about field trips we offer please visit the 
NOCI web site at www.nativeorchid.org 

Biodiversity in the Birds Hill eco-region
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By Brian Choptain
The RM of Alexander has given their 

approval to Grand Beach Entertainment to 
turn the former Grand Beach campground 
in Beaconia into a multi-use facility.

Addressing council July 16 in St. 
George, Director of Marketing for Grand 
Beach Entertainment Rick Thiessen ex-
plained their plan to feature of mixture 
of seasonal and weekend camping with a 
motor sports park for ATVs, motor bikes 
and weekend events.

“Our goal is to have a multi-use camp-
ground. We do not want to be labelled as a 
concert event place,” said Thiessen, refer-
ring back to 2003 to 2006 when big concerts 
were held at the facility. 

The 477-acre property was originally 
developed back in 1999 with 3,000 camp-
sites, and over 1,000 RV sites.

Owner Lawrence Hadiken put the site up 
for sale back in the summer of 2012. The 
past two years the site has remained open in 
the summer providing camping for people 
who visit the area.

The campsite is one of the largest in 
Canada, but now many of the lots have to 
be redone and cleaned up for campers. 

Thiessen pointed out that one of the 
benefits of the large site is that the noise 

from the motor sports park does not reach 
the concert bowl area. 

Council expressed concerns about 
people riding outside the private property 
site, but Thiessen assured councillors that 
proper signage would be put up and rules 
and regulations about personal conduct 
would be explained to campers.

Thiessen hopes that besides providing 
a motor sports park and concerts, that an 
outdoor movie screen can be set up to 
provide entertainment for campers. The 
development of the site is seen as a three 
to five year project.

“I am hoping that we can drive business 
to other local businesses,” said Thiessen, 
who pointed out its close location to Grand 
Beach.

Before giving approval for the site, 
council looked over 21 conditions that were 
set up by their administration. One of those 
conditions debated was that a site plan be 
updated each year. 

Another issue was about police. Thies-
sen assured that he has been in touch with 
Beausejour RCMP in regards to writing 
up their security plan for large and small 
events at the site.

On July 20, Grand Beach Entertainment 
is holding a Motex family fun day and rock 
concert to kick off the site.

Grand Beach gets thumbs 
up from RM of Alexander

Reynolds Emergency 
Response News


